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JOHN L. ROUSE

The following list includes c. 80 articles sole- or coauthored by John Rouse. 
The articles are based primarily on research involving species of 
Rhododendron sect. Vireya, which was the central focus of John's botanical 
investigations. [His later studies included observations on the phyllotaxis of 
Helianthus (Asteraceae) and Lilium (Liliaceae).] All the items, covering fields 
as diverse as pollination, pollen tube growth, ovule fertilisation, grafting, 
potting mixes, seed longevity and raising, and first flowerings of species, are 
of interest, in particular to those cultivating Vireyas and working towards 
development of novel cultivars through hybridisation. The 30 or more articles 
dealing with reproductive biology are of scientific value beyond horticulture. 
 
John made his professional career in the discipline of Physics. Given that his 
Rhododendron research was effectively a sideline, although he did initiate a 
research unit named "Botanical Physics" in the School of Physics at the 
University of Melbourne, the following publication list would make many a 
professional botanist envious. The collaborations with R.Bruce Knox and 
Elizabeth G. Williams of the Plant Cell Biology Research Centre at the 
University of Melbourne were extremely productive. Barbara F. Palser was an 
equally active member of this research team during her time as a visiting 
scientist to the Melbourne centre. 
 
He was a contributor to the Rhododendron Species Foundation-sponsored 
newsletter, Vireya Vine. His letters to VV generally have not been included in 
the list of publications, the exceptions being two reporting on wide crosses. 
 
Lyn A. Craven 
Melba, Canberra, Australia  
August 2003 
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